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Alki on The Peninsula



Why Is Alki Seattle’s Founding 
Neighborhood?

For whom;  The Duwamish, Seattle’s indigenous people, or 
Seattle’s European-American immigrants?

• The Duwamish people established settlement centers along the 
Duwamish River and its tributaries and what we know today as 
Pioneer Square.  Alki was a stopping over, food resource and 
ceremonial place.

• November 13, 1851, 24 European-American immigrants took 
Alki residence.  John Low and the brothers Leander and 
Charles Terry claimed the land and attempted to create a 
commercial center.



Why Is Alki Seattle’s Founding 
Neighborhood?

• In the spring 1852 most of the immigrants relocated to the 
Elliott Bay eastern shore, site of today’s Seattle downtown 
center.

• Town of Alki was founded May 1853 by Charles Terry. Terry 
relocated to Seattle, 1855.  The Town was deserted in 1856.



Town of Alki, 
1854

U. S. Coast 
Survey



Why Is Alki Seattle’s Founding 
Neighborhood?

• Alki was sold to ‘Doc’ Maynard, Noah Kellogg and, 
finally, Knud Olson and Hans Martin and Anna Hanson 
(1868).  Alki remained an agricultural backwater until 
subdivided and sold off beginning 1895.



Seattle’s Oldest House
3045 64th Avenue SW 

2019
(moved from 3000 block of Alki Ave about 1905)

Circa1902, estimated build date 
1855-65 by David S. “Doc” Maynard 

along Elliott Bay shoreline



Alki
also known 
as

Alki Point

1850Today



July 4th 1853 Celebration At Alki
“The flag was hoisted at sun rise and the stipulated 
number of guns fired …. At the appointed time a 
procession was formed of those assembled for the 
occasion and we then proceeded a short distance….To 
a small grove near the beach where the Declaration of 
Independence was read…..We returned to partake a 
nice dinner….served up in a spacious room, neatly 
decorated for the occasion.  A few toasts were drunk.  
In the evening we had a dance.”

Columbian, July 23, 1853, page 2, Olympia, WT



Fundamental Change in America Society
Brought Alki into the Seattle urban orbit and gave the 

community a purpose

• In 1880 the male head of household averaged 8.5 
work hours per day. By 1995 it fell to 4.7 hours, 

• Male leisure activities rose from 1.8 to 5.8 hours per 
day,

• Declining fertility lead to fewer hours required for 
child care, and

• Female work week fell, on average, from 41 hours 
per week to 36 between 1940 and 1988.



Fundamental Change in America Society
• In 1900, 31 million Americans (40% of all) were city 

dwellers, triple the number from 20 years earlier.  The 
growth would continue until the Great Depression,

• Exercise and life in the great outdoors came to be seen 
as an antidote to the crowded, dirty and corrupt city,

• The social reform and city beautiful movements swept 
the nation. Parks and playgrounds were seen as 
essential movement elements, and,



Fundamental Change in America 
Society

• Athletic and recreation programs were seen as:

juvenile delinquency prevention measures, and,

means to meld an increasing ethnically diverse
nation, sharing cultural norms of ‘fair play and 
democratic spirit.’



…. And So The Outdoor Excursions Begin

From:  Seattle PI, April 13, 1882



What Was An Excursion Like?

From:  Seattle PI, June 18 and 20, 1882

• Water Travel,
• Sports,
• Prizes,
• Music, and
• Dance



Match Play Baseball, 1891



Excursion Promotion, 1900

Seattle Daily Times, July 12, 1900



A Throw-Back to Charles Terry
July 4, 1904 celebration 
featured “baseball and all 
kinds of athletic games” 
and “a newly constructed 
band stand where music 
was to be furnished all 
day.”
The owner of the Alki-
Seattle ferry, A. B. C. 
Denniston, “promised to 
arrange for music to be 
played at the new band 
stand two or three nights 
a week.”

Photograph, circa 1910, from Southwest Seattle Historical Society Alki Memories Book.



One of Three Civic 
Concerts

June 22, 1924
Sub Pop Music Festival

August 11, 2018

Marine Band Plays At Alki 
July 6, 1923

Music At Alki Over The Years

West Seattle Herald

West Seattle Blog

Seattle Daily Times



Alki Natatorium

First of Alki’s Indoor 
Pools

Grand Opening June 18, 
1905



The Rose Lodge, Circa 1905 The Stockade Hotel, Circa 1905

The Rose Lodge, 2019 The Stockade Hotel Site, 2019



Rose Lodge and Stockade 
Hotel Activities



Fir Lodge - Home of the Seattle Auto
and Driving Club, 1907

61st Avenue SW Near Alki Avenue

There were only 800 automobiles registered in the State of Washington in 1906!  The lodge was first a private residence.



Today the 
Lodge Is 
Restaurant 
Il Nido
(Italian for 
The Nest)

Note: the 
restored Alki 
Homestead 
restaurant sign



Game Changer:  The Street Car Arrives, 
1907-1908



Alki Home 
Sites for 

Sale
Free Use of 
Bathing 
Pavilion and 
Pier With Every 
Lot Purchased
Seattle Daily Times
February 24, 1907



Olmsted 
Brothers
Seattle Parks, 
Boulevard and 
Playgrounds 
Plan

December 1908

SMA, 2390



Alki and the 
Duwamish 
Peninsula Parks, 
Boulevards and 
Playgrounds Plan

December, 1908
Alki denoted in red



Alki Parks
 Alki Beach, established 1910 enlarged 

1927 and improved many times
 Charles Richie Viewpoint and Constellation 

Park, established 1927 improved 1977
 Alki Playground (a/k/a Whale Tail Park) and 

Community Center, established 1910
 Schmitz Parkway and Schmitz Preserve 

Park, established 1908, enlarged 
many times

 Emma Schmitz Overlook and Me-Kwa-
Mooks Park, establish 1945 enlarged 
1971, and

 Bar S Playground, established 1957-62



Alki Beach 
Swimming 
Pavilion 
and 
Merry-Go-
Round, 
1917

Sanborn Fire Insurance 
Map, 1917, Sheet 302



Dance 
Hall, 
Driving 
Club and 
Stockade 
Hotel 
Along 
Alki 
Beach
Sanborn Fire Insurance Map, 
1917, Sheet 301



Alki’s Dance Hall Remains A Gathering 
Place

Former Theater/Dance Hall/Garage – 2019Theater/Dance Hall – circa, 1913
Converted to Car Garage, late 1920s



Luna Park
At Duwamish 

Head
1907 – 1913

But Alki Almost 
Had Its Own 
Amusement 
Park Called 
White City



Land use regulatory issues required the 
California investors to seek city 
development permission.  The proposed 
attraction was modeled and named after 
Chicago’s White City amusement park.

Park opponents claimed that to “Permit an amusement 
park to be established …. and the dregs of society who 
mingle with good people at such places …. Will overflow 
into the adjacent public parks …..” (Spring-Summer, 1927)

White City – A Dashed “Chance for Profit” For California Investors



Alki Beach Park - July 1, 1936

Looking West from Bath House Looking East from Old Ferry Dock

Seattle Municipal Archives



Alki Beach

Looking West, Undated about 1975
UW Digital Special Collections

At Play, Sandcastle Building 
Contest - 1986
UW Digital Special Collections



Alki Beach – New Year’s Day 2020
Looking West

Volleyball nets were hung later in the day



Alki’s Schmitz Preserve 
Park Entrance

Original Plan To Left, As Built 1911 Below
(Seattle Municipal Archives)



Schmitz Preserve Park Entrance Area

PaulDorpat.com



Alki’s 
Finest 
Nine, 
1926
Probable 
Seattle 
Public 
School 
League, Alki 
Elementary 
School

Southwest Seattle Historical Society



District Champs at Alki’s Bar-S Ballfield

West Seattle Blog



Alki Field House

Alki Beach Field House (on 
right), 1925

Future Boeing Engineers?

Alki Field House - Community 
Center, 1956 

Joint Use with Alki Elementary School

Seattle Municipal Archives



Alki Community Center (formerly known as 
Fieldhouse) - 2020



Alki Fishing 
Derbies

From:  Southwest Seattle Historical 
Society, Alki Memories Book



Why Is Alki a Recreational Treasure?

•Vistas and Grand Views,

•Water,

•Foresight and 110 Years of 
Trusteeship and,

•Destination for People from Over the 
World



AlkiHistoryProject.com
(click on the Research Articles tab to read
more about Alki’s history).

Phillip H. Hoffman
AlkiHistoryProject@gmail.com
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